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6:30 for networking and snacks, 7:00pm meeting start
Guest speaker:

Norma Camacho, Director of the Ventura County 
Watershed Protection District

816 Camarillo Springs Road, Camarillo
Exit at the Camarillo Springs Rd. exit from the 101

Sometimes you’ve gotta love Republicans!

Maybe you saw the interview on MSNBC, maybe 
you read about it on HuffPo, or maybe this will be 
your first exposure to it, but I found the interview of 
Republican Congressman John Fleming (R-La.) by 
Chris Jansing to be fascinating and somewhat 
telling.

Flemiing appeared on MSNBC after President 
Obama laid out his jobs bill proposal in which 
Obama proposed, among other things, tax increases 
to the wealthy. As one would expect, Fleming is 
opposed to any tax increases to “job creators”.

For some background, Fleming, in addition to being 
a Congressman, owns a series of Subway sandwich 
shops and some UPS stores. Jansing asserted that 
Fleming earned $6.3 million last year from these 
enterprises; in an effort to be impeccably fair here, 
Fleming’s stores had REVENUES of $6.3 million, a 
far different number from what he actually earned. 
Fleming correctly pointed out $6.3 million is before 
you subtract all your expenses for salaries, rent, 
equipment, and food, his actual net earnings were “a 
mere fraction of that amount”. He didn’t tell us what 
his earnings actually were but he did say “by the 
time I feed my family, I have maybe $400,000 left 
over”.

Jansing tried to get Fleming to tell her if he would lay 
off any workers if his taxes went up but he evaded 
the question. The follow up question (in my opinion) 
would be whether additional taxes would keep him 

from adding additional stores, assuming that he 
would add them if there were no tax increases). And 
THAT is really the crux of the matter, isn’t it? The 
Republican premise is that ANY tax increase will kill 
job growth and therefore, they will vote against any 
tax increase.

To Republicans, taxing the wealthiest Americans is 
“class warfare”. That talking point comes up over 
and over in their canned spiels. I swear they must 
have a Monday morning caucus strategy meeting 
where they announce their talking points for the 
week and then like a herd of sheep, they all repeat 
them word for word.

Fleming’s version of it was that his success is a 
virtue (no argument there) and that “class warfare 
has never created a job”. "This is all about creating 
jobs," Fleming said. "This is not about attacking 
people who make certain incomes."

Now there’s something I can agree with, in my view 
of things, the Republicans started a war against the 
middle class and the poor forty years ago and they 
have yet to create a job with it! In my opinion, the 
class warfare started with Reagan’s busting of the 
Air Traffic Controllers Union, continued with his 
deficit creating tax cuts to the wealthy and “trickle 
down” theory and it has continued through the Bush 
tax cuts and the recalcitrance of today’s extreme 
right wing Republicans.

Republicans steadfastly refuse to accept any blame 
for the situation we find ourselves in and their only 
solution to our problems is to give the wealthy even 
greater tax cuts and to cut spending for those who 
have become most impoverished under their 
shrewish administrations.

Let’s move on though and talk for a minute about 
how Obama’s proposed tax on the wealthy is going 
to affect somebody like Rep. Fleming and how it’s 
going to kill jobs. The implication of what Rep. 
Fleming is averring is that if we tax him at a higher 
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rate the taxes will be so onerous that it will either 
mean that he will have to lay off employees or it 
would not make economic sense for him to open any 
new stores; he’s basically saying that the additional 
taxes would make it just not worth his while to do so.

Now, I have to admit that I’m not exactly sure what 
Obama is specifically proposing, but I do know that 
most of the conversation for the past couple of years 
centers on going back to the tax rates that were in 
effect during President Clinton’s administration. That 
would raise the top marginal rate to 39% from the 
current 35%. Okay, what does that mean to 
somebody in Rep. Fleming’s situation?

Every year the Federal government publishes an 
Employer’s Tax Guide (Publication 15, Circular E) 
that gives employers the information they need to 
calculate the income tax withheld for each 
employee. Though it breaks down payroll based on 
payroll interval, the bottom line is that it details how 
much of each employee’s gross pay should be 
withheld in order for the employee to meet his tax 
obligations for the year. It is based only on gross 
payroll and not on the deductions and exemptions 
that may be available to each of us. For purposes of 
illustration and because it makes the clearest case, 
I’m citing the numbers from Table 7 – Annual Payroll 
Period (on page 37).

The top bracket in Table 7 is the 35% bracket. That 
bracket begins at an income level of $381,250, 
which means that only income over $381,250 is 
taxed at 35%. So for Rep. Fleming’s $400,000 net 
income, only $18,750 is taxed at the 35% level. 
Thirty five percent of $18,750 is $6,562.50 (don’t 
misunderstand me here, the Congressman is paying 
over $110,000 on his income up to that $381,250 
threshold but I’m just talking about what additional 
taxes he will owe if Obama’s plan were to pass). If 
the President’s plan was to be enacted and Fleming 
had to pay the new 39% rate, how much extra tax do 
you think he’d have to pay on that $18,750? Well, it 
turns out he’d have to pay $7312.50 or an extra 
$750.00 PER YEAR. Do you think for a minute that 
paying an extra $750 on an income of $400,000 is 
going to cause any rational person to refrain from 
expanding his business and hiring more workers? 
Do you think for a minute that $750 is going to cause 
him to lay off any workers? Do you think for an extra 
$750 per year he’s going to fold up his tent and go 
home? I don’t and neither should you.

“By the time I feed my family, I have maybe 
$399.250 left over”. Poor baby…

Hardy

Norma Camacho is the Director of the Ventura
County Watershed Protection District. The 
District is a proponent of an integrated 
watershed management approach in protecting 
life, property, watercourses, and watersheds 
from the dangers and damages associated with 
flood and storm waters. The District is the grant 
recipient of the Ventura River Watershed 
Protection Project, the San Antonio Creek 
Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project, and 
is project sponsor of the Matilija Dam 
Ecosystem Restoration Project. 

Ms. Camacho is a graduate of Stanford 
University with a BS in Civil Engineering. Her 
experience includes both private and public 
sector work in power plant design, hazardous 
waste minimization programs, integrated solid 
waste management, and most recently worked 
on Climate Change initiatives in the Ventura 
County Executive Office. 

This letter is in regard to the Aug. 19 article ”It’s 
a new landscape for Camarillo voters.”

Hooray for the new Camarillo redistricting!
Finally, the big money, “just say no” and 
special-interests politicians are out.  At least 
several of them. Now, new and qualified 
candidates will be able to run for political 
positions and serve all the people, at the same 
time helping Camarillo and our nation.

Jerry Drucker

I watched the debate because it was important 
to see who the Republicans in the audience 

Norma Camacho Biography

Letters to the Editor

Published in the Camarillo ACORN on 
August 26

“Writer likes new voting districts” 

Published in the LA Times 9-13-11

Rick Perry, scientifically

Re "He's no Galileo," Editorial, Sept. 9
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supported. It was astonishing how many times 
they applauded the most ridiculous statements, 
including Texas Gov. Rick Perry's ignorance 
about climate change.

But when he compared himself to Galileo, my 
husband and I turned to each other and burst 
out laughing. He doesn't even know what 
Galileo did or he certainly wouldn't have aligned 
himself with him — all that science and all.

And this is who the Republicans consider 
presidential? He is another Bachmann/Palin 
retread — simply unbelievable.

Carolyn Crandall

What the ‘Union Busting’ by the Republicans 
and Corporations boils down to is a question of 
free speech.  The questionable Citizens United 
decision by the Supreme Court, allows 
anonymous unlimited election money giving 
powers to both Corporations and Unions as an 
issue of free speech.   With massive corporate 
money gifts, Republican Governors, with 
coordinating new state laws, are attempting to 
eliminate ‘collective bargaining,’ thereby 
abolishing Unions and their right of free 
speech.  If the Unions are destroyed, Citizens 
United should be overturned as being 
unconstitutional.

Jerry Drucker

Chapter 11 – Half Way Home

Being a lead team didn’t mean we could just 
kick back and watch the world go around. We 
trained over and over until we nailed loading 
every weapon with precision and in the shortest 
possible time. Before long we will be training 
new crews and certifying the existing crews. 
The new job sparked my interest but didn’t keep 
me from thinking about home and the things I 
missed. We all had things we carried with us 

and mine was a picture of my ’67 SS Chevelle. 
Every time I looked at it I would dream about 
those warm summer nights cruising up and 
down Whittier Blvd. and then over to Harbor 
Blvd. I longed for those nights again. 

My new job is so groovy. I actually have an 
office with a desk, typewriter, coffee pot and 
multiple fly swatters to pass the time killing 
whatever annoying pest gets in my way. I’ve 
even personalized my desk with a label 
removed I from a bottle of San Miguel beer, 
without tearing it which was some sort of sexual 
feat, and the calendar girl of the month.

Letter to the Daily News 9-4-11

Re “Union Blues” (September 4, 2011)

Letters Home from Vietnam
By Steve Crandall

July 21, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
Well we trained again today and all went ok. 
Our new crew chief is going to try to get us off 
on the 23, 24, 25 if not he said he will try to get 
us off 3 other days as soon as possible. We 
should be done training tomorrow.
Could Dad take some more color pictures of my 
car? Those other ones were in my wallet when 
it was stolen. 
I haven’t marked a day off my calendar since 
last month. Time’s gone pretty fast recently. We 
got off at 10:00 tonight. We will probably be 
getting off at 10:00 from now on. There’s 
nobody to say how long we have to stay. Only 
when we have bookwork or a crew to train will 
we have to stay late. Three more days and I will 
be half way there.

July 22, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
I received a letter from you today. Working on 
the yard sounds like a good pass time to me. 
Anything just to be home.
I’m in the office right now. We trained again 
today. After coming back from chow they didn’t 
have a training aircraft so this is why I have the 
time to write. We will probably take off on the 
24, 25, 26. It doesn’t look like I will have to 
worry about my rash as long as I have this job.
I’m back at the barracks and its only 8:30 pm. 
The radio station keeps cutting out then next 
thing I know I’m listening to some zip station. I 
guess I’ll do some exercises and then go take a 
shower.
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I haven’t had three consecutive days off since I 
arrived here six months ago. I can’t stop 
thinking about my car back home and the 
possibility of creating my own cruising tapes. 
I’m looking forward to creating mood music 
tapes for those hot dates. Maybe some 
Classics IV or the Moody Blues.

I remember how scared I was when I first 
arrived in Vietnam but now I’ve become 
somewhat complacent to the war and more 
interested in ordering stereo equipment and 
thinking about home. I know I can do the next 
six months standing on my head. What I don’t 
know is how the boredom of my new job is 
going lure me back into the action of war.

I wondered how many other guys from school 
ended up over here. Drop out of school and 
you’re headed for Vietnam. The other option is 
to join one of the other branches of service and 
hope you might get assigned somewhere else 
in the world. Either way you are talking about 
lives interrupted. 
I guess my parents think we work together as a 
team with the South Vietnamese Air Force but 
the 516th Vietnamese Air Force Squadron 
operates independently of the American Air 
Force and they don’t fly anywhere near the 
number of missions we do. They flew the A-37 
Dragonfly aircraft made by Cessna. It was a two 
seat, two jet aircraft in which the pilots sat side 

by side. Somewhat of an odd configuration 
compared to the aircraft flown by the American 
pilots. They are used as a close support attack 
aircraft that is typically configured with a mini-
gun, rockets, napalm and lighter weight bombs 
than those carried by the F-4. 

It’s well known that Staff Sergeant is the highest 
rank achievable in the Air Force without re-
enlisting and I’ve already decided that re-
enlisting is not in any of my plans. When I 
joined I decided my goal was to achieve the 
highest rank I could and then tell the Air Force 
to shove it when my four years are up.

July 23, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
I went to work today and finished up training.
Dick, my bunkmate, and I start our three day 
pass tomorrow. I got a letter from AKAI saying 
that the 8-track tape deck was shipped. It’s for 
taping car tapes.

July 25, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
Well here I am halfway there. My speakers 
should be home by now. There should be 
another package coming about the same time 
as the speakers. It will have the headphones in 
it.
Home looks so much closer now. The first 6 
months weren’t that long and the next 6 months 
shouldn’t be any longer.

July 27, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
I’ve got to go back to work today. I just got off 
my 3 day pass. These last 3 days really went 
fast. I took lots of pictures.
I saw Larry Lambert at the club yesterday. I 
went through high school and college with him. 
He came in the AF April of 1968. He’s leaving 
to go back to the States today. He’s been here 
a year already and worked in freight shipping.
He’s from Yorba Linda.
We are going to start training our first crew 
today. Charlie, my old crew chief, is going to be 
a number 2 man on that crew. The Vietnamese 
don’t fly F-4s so we don’t instruct them in 
anything. 
What’s worse than a fuzzy radio is an F-4 
taking off during a good song.
Not much else happening. I’ve got to go to 
chow now.

July 29, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
One more month down and gone. I’ve got to get 
up early tomorrow to take my test for Staff Sgt. 
It’s really stupid just like the AF. The test covers 
planes I don’t even have to work on B-52s, F-
100s etc. and there are only a few questions on 
the F-4s.
I got off work at 6 pm last night so I went to the 
mosquito flick and saw “The Happy Ending” 
with Jean Simmons and John Forsythe. A good 
flick.
I guess I’ll go to the club tonight, they’ve got a 
good group. I just turned over the calendar. I 
sure get tired of the time dragging.
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It doesn’t take long for my new job starts 
dragging me down.  I have one of the easiest 
jobs I could possibly get and yet I find myself 
missing the action of flipping the switches in the 
cockpit and screwing in napalm fuses or stuffing 
rockets in the pods. How can it be that I’m 
missing all the crap that fuels the war? I already 
decided that I don’t agree with the war but I 
keep being pulled back into the fray.

From an article by Andrew Sullivan titled” Is the GOP 
a Religion”:

"If you ask why I remain such a strong Obama 
supporter, it is because I see him as that rare 
individual able to withstand the zeal without 
becoming a zealot in response, and to overcome the 
recklessness of pure religious ideology with 
pragmatism, civility and reason. That's why they fear 
and loathe him. Not because his policies are not 
theirs'. But because his temperament is their 
nemesis. If he defeats them next year, they will 
break, because their beliefs are so brittle, but will 
then reform, along Huntsman-style lines. If they 
defeat him, I fear we will no longer be participating in 
a civil conversation, however fraught, but in a civil 
war."

Sneezing baby Pandas
Statue of Liberty because the French 
gave it to us
The pilot who landed on the Hudson 
River because he is union member
Ronald Reagan for raising taxes 11 
times
Jesus Christ for being born to an unwed 
mother and giving his money to the poor
Pat Tillman for being against the war
Seal Team 6 for killing Osama bin 
Laden while Barack Obama was 
president

A bit of a startling moment happened near the 
end of Monday night's CNN debate when a 
hypothetical question was posed to Rep. Ron 
Paul (R-Texas).

What do you tell a guy who is sick, goes into a 
coma and doesn't have health insurance? Who 
pays for his coverage? "Are you saying society 
should just let him die?" Wolf Blitzer asked.

"Yeah!" several members of the crowd yelled 
out.

Paul interjected to offer an explanation for how 
this was, more-or-less, the root choice of a free 
society. He added that communities and non-
government institutions can fill the void that the 
public sector is currently playing.

"We never turned anybody away from the 
hospital," he said of his volunteer work for 
churches and his career as a doctor. "We have 
given up on this whole concept that we might 
take care of ourselves, assume responsibility 
for ourselves ... that's the reason the cost is so 
high."

The answer may have struck a truly libertarian 
tone but it was clearly overshadowed by the 
members of the crowd who enthusiastically 
cheered the prospect of letting a man die rather 
than picking up the tab for his coverage.

August 1, 1970 Danang, VN

Dear Mom and Dad,
Right now I’m listening to the Kansas City 
Chiefs vs. the College All Stars game on the 
radio. 
Let me tell you, time sure drags with this new 
job. I won’t do anything today except sit in this 
office, type letters, read magazines and 
whatever else I can find to do.
Papa-san just came in to fill up the coffee pot. I 
don’t even have to do that. It’s getting cooler 
now we must be nearing the monsoon season. I 
actually have to sleep under a sheet at night but 
when 8 o’clock rolls around I end up kicking it 
off.
I can be sitting here listening to good restful FM 
music and leaning back in a chair but I feel like 
my mind can never relax until I get home.
There goes papa-san sweeping the floor. Just 
can’t keep a good man down I guess.

IMPORTANT! SAVE THIS DATE:
November 12 – Club fund raiser at Christine 
Fidler and Andrew Porterfield’s home! 
Details to follow.

Who will they BOO next?

From Talking Points Memo 9-13-11

Is this what we have become????

•
•

•

•

•

•
•
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From Think Progress 8-30-11

California Superintendent Gives Up $830K In 
Wages To Help Schools Facing Budget Cuts

Camarillo Democratic Club Voter outreach 
program gearing up for biggest most 

important election ever!

Now we need YOU!

Tomorrow morning, a California school 
superintendent will retire from his job, only to be 
rehired later in the day. Why? Fresno County’s 
superintendent Larry Powell wants to be paid a 
much lower wage. Leaving behind a $288,241 
annual salary, Powell will voluntarily work for 
$31,020 — $10,000 less than a first-year 
teacher’s salary — with no benefits. This, 
Powell says, ensures that the $830,000 he 
would have earned for the remainder of his 
term will go toward the county schools’ budget
for the next three years. 

Characterized as exceedingly humble, Powell 
— also a Baptist minister — said his motivation 
for the unconventional move was to do what he 
can to counter budget cuts to his beleaguered 
school system: 

“My wife and I are very well compensated. 
We’ve been very blessed,” he told the television 
station.

“These are tight budget times in California for 
public schools,” the 63-year-old Fresno County 
school superintendent said, noting over the past 
three years, his area has lost $1,600 to $1,900 
in funding per student. “My wife and I thought, 
what can we do that might help change the 
dynamic in my particular area.”

“I don’t think of it as being a hero at all,” said 
Powell. Noting that Fresno county is “like a bar 
bell” with “extreme wealth and extreme 
poverty,” he said this “unique arrangement” 
presented “a perfect opportunity to do 
something where the public benefits, the 
taxpayer benefits…the taxpayer saves between 
$150,000 and $160,000 in reduced costs, the 
county receives $830,000.” 

Because his salary comes out of the district’s 
discretionary budget, Powell will be able “to 
steer the money he is giving up where he 
wants: to programs for kindergarten and 
preschool, the arts and a pet project that steers 
B and C students into college by teaching them 
how to take notes and develop strategy skills.” 

As ABC’s David Wright notes, Powell’s 
$830,000 is enough to hire 20 new teachers, 
fund 16 pre-school classes, or pay for 11 art 
programs for the entire year. 

U.S Secretary of Education Arne Duncan called 
Powell yesterday to thank him for his 
generosity. “Larry Powell’s leadership is an 
absolute inspiration,” he said in a statement. 

With the recent welcome announcement that by 
Friday, September 23rd, twelve powerful new 
computers will be up and ready to run the new 
phone-banking software at the County 
Democratic Office on Ventura Boulevard, 
everything is in place to push ahead with our 
long-anticipated voter outreach program. 

The next step is for us to get together and 
decide what we want to accomplish with the 
calls at each stage. We need to agree on a 
plan, because we are setting out to do 
something altogether new in local politics. This 
is what we are suggesting:

1.       We need to write our “scripts” – not 
something to read off to people, but guidelines 
for establishing the kind of contact we want with 
the Democratic and Progressive voters we 
know are out there. These will be different from 
standard political “pitch” scripts in a few 
important ways.

2.      We want to collect data of course –
email addresses, especially – but we want to 
spend a bit more time with people who seem 
like good prospects. We want to ask them what 
they think, and offer them a phone number 
(NOT our home phones) where they can call us 
back with questions and/or suggestions that we 
will follow up on.

3.       The heart of our campaign is reaching 
out to people who will get as excited as we are 
and bring them in as volunteers. We want to 
find people and get them to calling others, so 
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that our network of involved people grows 
geometrically. 

4.       Of course most of the people we contact 
won’t be able to help, but if they will vote, and 
we want to stay in touch with them. We want 
each of us to have a list of people we (or 
someone we have recruited) will contact more 
than once between now and the election.

Email committee co-chairs Anna Bevens 
(annabevens@gmail.com) or Jack Phillips 
(jackn.phyls@verizon.net) if you want to be part 
of the “vanguard.” We want to meet Tuesday 
the 4th at 7:00pm to share ideas and form the 
committee before presenting the program at the 
next general meeting (Thursday October 6.)

Here are some notes I took while watching the 
Republican Debate on Sept 7, 2011. After that I 
have been unable to watch another one because it’s 
just more of the same and makes my head explode:

Repeal the Health Care Reform Act (they call it 
Obamacare). No health care for anyone who cannot 
afford it. All heath care should be provided by the 
private insurance companies.

No government agencies at all 

No welfare or low income housing

Remove ALL regulations. Pointed out: drug safety, 
auto safety, disaster relief 

Remove all restrictions on oil drilling

Eliminate the minimum wage (it makes people poor)

No mandates of any kind

End Medicare

End Social Security. It should never have been 
implemented and is a failure

Eliminate the Department of Education

Criticized the Department of Homeland Security and 
it should be eliminated

Lots of references to black people and Hispanics 
and how they are “geared” towards low paying jobs

Promoted private schooling and vouchers

Boots on the ground: National Guard and more 
Border Patrol, build a fence, but at the same time it 
is the federal government’s responsibility, but the 
government cannot do anything right.

Open all national parks to oil drilling

Abolish the TSA –should be up to the airlines to do 
their own policing with private guards and 
inspections. All private industries are better than the 
government

No Federal aid of any kind. Send everything back to 
the states

Called President Obama a liar

Outsource the guest worker program to VISA and 
Mastercard. All immigrants should be forced to 
speak English and learn American History 

None of them would answer what we are supposed 
to do with 11 million undocumented workers, but we 
should go back to policies that were in place in the 
1950’s but no specifics

Remove all incentives for anyone to come to 
America

Obama is in over his head and the country in a crisis 
of confidence

Obama is weak on Libya

Keep Gitmo open, but curtail military adventurism 
(whatever that means since we shouldn’t need 
Gitmo)

None of them believe in Climate change

Bernanke should be fired. It’s his fault the price of 
gasoline has increased

The country is broken and weak

They tried to one up each other on who supports 
Ronald Reagan the most

I know that I didn’t capture it all because I turned it 
off after about an hour. They are just too awful.

By Carolyn Crandall

Will you help us get started?



www.democraticclubofcamarillo.com
805-482-5119

SOCIAL SECURITY PONZI SCHEME All Social Security benefits would become 
taxable.

middle-class parents would lose child tax 
credits and tax benefits for education and child 
care

eliminate the 
employer health insurance exclusion

the Earned Income Tax Credit, would 
be abolished

Veterans pensions and disability benefits 
would become subject to tax

Is run by the 
government, which 
can print money and 
tax people

Is run by a Bernie 
Madoff, who can’t 
print money or tax 
anyone

Tells participants 
where their benefits 
come from

Does not tell 
participants where 
their benefits come 
from

Is NOT a deliberate 
fraud

Is a deliberate 
fraud

Is paid into by every 
American who works

Is paid into by a 
small group of 
select investors

Is supervised by 
Social Security 
Commissioner and 
Horace translator 
Michael Astrue, who 
made around $200K 
in 2011

Is supervised by 
someone like 
Bernie Madoff, who 
stole millions of 
dollars from his 
clients every year 
to pay for yachts 
and homes.

Promises fairly 
modest rates of return 
over the course of 
decades

Promises massive 
returns over just a 
few years

Is invested in US 
Treasury bonds

Is usually not in 
invested in 
anything

Can be tweaked, 
expanded, cut, or 
ended by Americans’ 
elected 
representatives

Can’t be tweaked, 
expanded, cut, or 
ended by anyone 
but the schemer –
until he’s caught

Has been operating 
continuously since 
1935

The original Ponzi 
scheme lasted 
around 200 days

Is not actually a Ponzi 
scheme

Is actually a Ponzi 
scheme

From Think Progress 9-1-11

Jon Hunstman’s plan for taxes – Eliminating all tax 
expenditures

Huntsman either hasn’t thought through — or 
doesn’t want people to know — what eliminating all 
tax expenditures would actually mean. So let’s take 
a look at the official tax expenditure list and see 
what would happen if we got rid of all of them:

–
 Senior citizens that currently receive the 

average Social Security benefit as their primary 
income source (as is the case for most seniors) 
currently pay no income taxes on those benefits, but 
would under Huntsman’s plan.

– Many 

 that are more valuable to them than a tax rate 
cut.

– Huntsman’s tax plan would also 
, which helps 

enable some 160 million Americans get coverage 
through their jobs.

– One of the most successful pro-work, anti-poverty 
initiatives, 

.

–
, as would all military 

combat pay, military housing allowances and meals, 
workers compensation payments, public assistance 
benefits, and state foster care payments.

This is just a partial list of the harsh and/or bizarre 
consequences that would occur if all tax 
expenditures were eliminated to fund a huge 
giveaway to the very rich. 

According to the nonpartisan Tax Policy Center, on 
the whole, middle-class families would be forced to 
pay $1,890 in higher taxes under the no-tax 
expenditure plan compared to what they pay now. 
They would even pay $738 more than what they 
would pay if all the Bush tax cuts expired. 
Meanwhile, because they benefit the most from the 
lower rates, the richest 1 percent would get a $7,000 
tax cut under the no-tax expenditure plan compared 
to letting the Bush tax cuts expire. 

For the super-rich, the biggest bonanza comes from 
Huntsman’s pledge to eliminate all capital gains and 
dividend taxes — which would give the richest 1 
percent an average tax cut of $75,000 and the 
richest 0.1 percent an average tax cut of $486,000.

In light of all this, maybe people should stop calling 
Huntsman the “serious” Republican candidate.
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