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July 2007
 

GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday, June 7, 2007  7:00pm 

Orchid Building, UFCW Hall 
816 Camarillo Springs Road, Camarillo 

 
* Hear a presentation on a U.S. Dept of Peace by the 
Peace Alliance and a mini workshop on voter 
registration. 

 
General Meeting Directions 

Directions from the Freeway 
 
! Travel south on the 101 Freeway 
! Exit on Camarillo Springs Road at the base of the 
  Conejo Grade. 
! At the end of the exit ramp go straight ahead into 
  the parking lot of the Orchid Building. 

Directions with no Freeway driving: 
! From Camarillo High School, take Pleasant Valley 
  Road south, toward the ocean, over the freeway to 
  Pancho (about a mile). 
! Turn left at the signal onto Pancho Road. 
! Almost immediately turn left onto Adohr Lane 
  (aka Ridgeview St.) and go east for about 1 !  mile.   
! Turn left onto Camarillo Springs Rd.  The Orchid 
  Bldg. is on the right (500 feet). 
 

 
Greetings, fellow Dems. Wow, Camarillo really sparkles 
in the late spring and early summer, doesnÕt it?  There is 
nothing more peaceful than a mid-year Camarillo  
gloaming. 
 
Outreach is one of our big goals this year, and summer 
will bring two more opportunities to achieve this.  The 
Camarillo Fiesta is July 12th to 14th, and DCC will have a 
booth that Saturday and Sunday on ÒThe Boulevard.Ó  If 
youÕd like to participate, contact Bridgett Frank 
(healthwyse@dslextreme or 388-2039).  Then the Ventura 
County Fair comes August 1st  thru 12th, and our club 
always staffs the County DemocratsÕ booth for two of 
those days.  There will soon be an opportunity to sign up  

 
 
for that too, too.  Tabling at both of these events is truly 
fun, so we hope youÕll want to help.  
 
If you do plan to participate in either of those activities, 
we strongly encourage you to attend our July 5th meeting 
since a portion of the evening will be dedicated to 
preparing ourselves for that work. Sharon and Bill 
Hillbrant will offer a mini-workshop on voter registration, 
and various experienced tablers will offer tips on tabling 
based on DCC experience at the FarmerÕs Market and 
past Fiestas. 
 
Huge kudos to our scholarship committee Ð Pat Wieland, 
Marge Grate, and Terry&Gail DeWolfe Ð for a very 
successful effort this year.  Through the generosity of our 
ClubÕs members, we were able to award three $500 
scholarships to Emmanuel Lopez at Camarillo High, 
Simon Lee at Rio Mesa High, and Trisha Martinez at 
Frontier High.  All three are wonderful examples of the 
best of our young people.  The committee reports back 
that it was a true labor of love, and that they felt we really 
were able to make an impression with our scholarships.   
 
Kate McDermott has noticed an ÒimbalanceÓ in 
conservative versus progressive type books at the new 
Cam Library (our political point of view might be a little 
ÒunderrepresentedÓ), so she has proposed that DCC 
members might consider book and periodical donations in 
our ClubÕs name to the library, with the additional 
impetus of having the Club match such donations (well, 
up to a point!  Who knows, we might be VERY 
generous!).  Each volume will be marked with the clubÕs 
name.  The Executive board thought this idea has a lot of 
merit, so weÕre bringing it forth to the Club as a whole.   
 
WeÕll look forward to seeing you at July 5th meeting.  In 
addition to learning about tabling and voter registration, 
weÕll also hear a presentation from the Peace Alliance on 
a U.S. Department of Peace.  As usual we can visit before 
and after, natter and complain about the latest Bush 
Administration shenanigans.  ItÕs going to be a terrific 
meeting. 
 
Bob and Joan 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
DCC will be tabling a booth at the Camarillo 
Fiesta on July 14 and 15.   
 
We’ll need members to staff Saturday 
morning through the evening, and Sunday 
late morning through early evening.  It’s SO 
MUCH FUN to sit in the booth – a great way 
to participate in this community event.  
Please let us know at the general meeting if 
you are interested and available to help out. 
 
 

IMPORTANT ANNOUCEMENT 
 

Please be advised that we have a new nominee for 
the position of Recording Secretary. Hardy Hayes 
has graciously accepted the nomination and the 
vote will be held at the general meeting on July 5. 
Please come out and support Hardy for this 
important position with the club.  
 
This position is responsible for taking the meeting 
minutes at the general meeting and the meeting 
minutes at the board meetings, as required by the 
Club by-laws. 
 

Democratic Club Member Speaks Out 
 
Solar bill support urged  
VC Reporter 

Although the technology for solar powered water 
heaters has been here for over a century, and there is 
a generous federal rebate program, the state of 
California has not yet provided incentives in the 
form of rebates and tax credits to encourage 
homeowners and small businesses to install this 
simple, low-tech alternative power source that can 
reduce natural gas demand by up to 24 percent.  

It does not take rocket science to figure out that roof 
top units that provide that much free hot water to 
homes and businesses will go far toward eliminating 
some environmental threats. So whatÕs the catch?  

Assemblyman Jared HuffmanÕs (D-San Rafael) 
Assembly Bill 1470 Ñ  outlining a ten year program  

of incentives aimed at installing some 200,000 
domestic solar water heaters in California Ñ  is 
opposed by the natural gas industry, naturally, 
because of the perceived threats to their profits. This 
is tunnel vision of the worst kind, leading inevitably 
to further environmental degradation and to the 
continuing reckless waste of the remaining fossil 
fuels in scams such as the recent BHP Billito n 
fiasco.  

If the state of California can encourage enough 
homeowners through a widespread rebate program 
to use the sun as a clean energy source on a mass 
basis, coupled with some serious conservation 
efforts, we just might be able to bring this state into 
lien with what the rest of the world has been able to 
accomplish without us. One thing is for sure: it 
wonÕt happen without something like AB1470 
passed in the legislature, and soon.  

Donald Wallace 
Camarillo 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 99th BILL!!! 
 

 
 
Our most distinguished Club member, Bill 
Hammaker, turned 99 on June 5 and we were 
fortunate to be able to help him celebrate. Co-
Presidents Joan and Bob Rust presented Bill with his 
Birthday cake as we sang Happy Birthday. 
 
Thank you Bill for being our peace advocate and 
loyal club member! 
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The printing of our newsletter is donated by 
Democratic Club of Camarillo club member 
Hardy Hayes of Hayes Graphics, located at  
586-G Mobil Avenue, Camarillo, CA  93010.  
Ph# 805-482-0814. Fax# 805-987-4595. Hardy’s 
hours of operation are M-F 9am to 5:30pm. 
Thank you Hardy for your donation!! 
 
 
There's a teacher in a small Texas town. She asks 
her class how many of them are Bush fans. 
 
Not really knowing what a Bush fan is, but 
wanting to be liked by the teacher, all the kids 
raise their hands except one boy, Johnny. 
 
The teacher asks Johnny why he has decided to 
be different. 
Johnny says, "I'm not a bush fan." 
The teacher says, "Why aren't you a bush fan?" 
Johnny says, "I'm an Al Gore fan" 
The teacher asks why he's an Al Gore fan. 
The boy says, "Well, my mom's an Al Gore fan 
and my dad's an Al  Gore fan, so I'm an Al Gore 
fan!" 
 
The teacher is kind of angry, because this is 
Texas, so she  says, "What if you're mom was a 
moron and you're dad was an  idiot, what would 
that make you?" 
 
Johnny says, "That would make me a Bush fan." 
 

Quote of the Day 6-13-07 

"Iraq may get better; Iraq may get worse. We 
may be successful in Iraq; we may not be. I don't 
know the answer to that. That's in the hands of 
other people." -- Rudy Giuliani, author of a 
bestselling book called "Leadership," explaining 
why he didn't mention the war in Iraq while 
setting forth his "12 commitments" to America 
Tuesday.  

And yes, that would be the same Rudy Giuliani 
who said earlier this month that starting the war 
in Iraq was "absolutely the right idea."  

 
 

 
Veterans Corner by Steve Crandall 
“Self Destruction of Our Own Troops” 
 
In Vietnam it was Agent Orange, today in Iraq it is 
depleted uranium.  
 
What exactly is depleted uranium? It is the uranium 
remaining after the removal of isotope uranium-235. 
It becomes a very dense metal solid and due to its 
high density and weight it is often used in 
counterweights in aircraft and radiation shields. The 
military uses depleted uranium in armor plate and 
armor piercing projectiles. When a DU projectile 
reaches the interior of a vehicle its pyrophoric 
properties cause the vehicle as well as its occupants 
to catch on fire.   
 
Although not as potent (40% less) than natural 
uranium, its residual radiation and heavy metal 
compounds cause the same adverse affects on the 
body in which natural uranium would. Because the 
radiation is released into the environment with the 
explosion of the projectile it has become very 
controversial.  
 
There have been studies by several groups. Some of 
the known facts are that the radioactive particles 
remain in the environment for a very long time. And 
the harmful effects are caused primarily by inhaling 
or ingesting the particles released by the detonation.  
 
Our military used Agent Orange in Vietnam for ten 
years (1961 Ð 1971) to which the harmful results are 
well documented and accepted even by the VA. It 
wasnÕt until 1984 that the veterans exposed to Agent 
Orange won a lawsuit against the manufacturers. 
They received a mere $1,200 per veteran for their 
troubles.  
 
When Agent Orange was sold to the US 
government, the dioxin (the ingredient) was known 
to have adverse effects on humans. The compounds 
in depleted uranium are also known to have adverse 
effects on humans.  
 
What arenÕt the manufacturers of the munitions not 
telling us that they may already know? And how 
long will we continue to use depleted uranium 
before we have exposed and endangered thousands 
of our troops? 
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Ventura County Star -  letter to the Editor 
Depleted uranium new tragedy 
 
Re: your June 17 article, "Birth defects in Vietnam 
blamed on Agent Orange": 
 
I took special interest in the article on Agent Orange, 
the defoliant still causing birth defects in Vietnam. 
What the article didn't address, however, was the 
60,000-related American soldier deaths, more deaths 
than were caused by enemy fire. During the use of 
Agent Orange, our government refused to do field 
tests, then denied its harmful effects for 25 years, 
causing contamination to continue while our troops 
at home were left untreated. 
 
The article remains pertinent today because the same 
thing is occurring in Iraq. Only instead of Agent 
Orange, the government is using depleted uranium 
and it also refuses to conduct field studies. There is 
evidence of depleted uranium's harmful effects. Maj. 
Doug Rokke, who was in charge of cleanup of 
depleted uranium in Kuwait, has said, "All my men 
are disabled, dead, or dying." The government has 
ignored him. And, like Vietnam, cities in Iraq show 
10 times the cancer rates than before its use. 
 
In the 1991 Persian Gulf War, 350 tons of depleted 
uranium were used. In the current war, more than 
4,000 tons have been used (Pentagon estimate). 
Depleted uranium lasts in the environment billions 
of years. Meanwhile, soldiers are getting sick with 
"gulf war syndrome." Veterans Affairs has linked 
100,000 disabilities to depleted uranium. Now, 
nearly half our veterans returning from Iraq are on 
permanent disability.  
 
It is tragic to see the same mistakes of Vietnam 
being made in Iraq. While our government insists on 
using chemical warfare, our troops get the fallout. 
And again our government refuses to test. And again 
our government continues its denial. And again, no 
treatment for our soldiers. Shame. Shame. Shame. 
 
Grant Marcus, Director, Nurses for Social 
Responsibility, Ventura 

!
 
 
 
 

 
 
The CA Central Coast Chapter of VVAW showed 
up in force to attend a play to help support the Vet 
Stage Foundation. The play was at the Falcon 
Theatre in Burbank, CA. Gary Marshall, owner of 
the Falcon Theatre and Penny Marshall's 
brother, donated 100% of the proceeds to the Vet 
Stage Foundation. The play, "The Value of Names" 
starred Jack Klugman, Liz Larsen and Dan Lauria 
(also a Vietnam Vet 72-73).  
 
The VetStage Foundation was founded by Sean 
Huze. Some may remember Sean, a troubled Iraq 
Vet suffering from PTSD in "The Ground Truth". 
We met with Sean after the play and will be getting 
together with him to help support the Foundation as 
well as work to unite Iraq veterans with Vietnam 
veterans. We also made other connections that we 
hope will lead to our involvement in documentaries 
about veterans. We also talked to Dan Lauria about 
the sad state of affairs of our troops continued 
redeployments to Iraq and how much it differed 
from our service in Vietnam. 
  
VetStage Foundation www.vetstage.org was created 
to provide fellow veterans a creative outlet to 
process their experiences. 
  
The CA Central Coast Chapter is looking forward to 
working with Sean. We will keep you all posted on 
our progress with VetStage as well as the progress 
on our involvement in the making of the 
documentaries.  
 
Steve Crandall 
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House Republican wants to restrict Pelosi’s travel  
 
The Huffington Post 
6-21-07 
 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) will not be 
permitted to use State Department funds to travel to 
nations that are known to have sponsored terrorism 
if a Republican amendment to appropriations 
legislation passes the House on Thursday. The 
amendment to the $34 billion State and Foreign 
Operations bill, offered by Rep. Steve King (R-
Iowa), prohibits funds to be used to travel to Cuba, 
Iran, North Korea, Sudan or Syria. 
 
The idea did get attention -- it was the lead on 
Drudge for some time. 
 
So we thought it would be fun to check in with a 
spokesman for King and ask if the amendment 
would also apply to any of the Republican members 
of Congress who went to Syria recently. As you may 
recall, they included GOP Reps. Eric Cantor, David 
Hobson, Darryl Issa, Frank Wolf, and several others. 
We reached a King spokesman and posed the 
question. The answer: "The measure only applies to 
one position -- the Speaker of the House." 
 
When we asked why the measure wouldn't also 
apply to Republicans who might want to go to Syria, 
King's spokesman replied: "The Speaker of the 
House is the third in line, and Nancy Pelosi has 
made it very clear that she wants" to interfere in the 
crafting of foreign policy. 
 
We then inquired why the measure didn't also apply 
to members of Congress, since journeying to 
"enemy" countries is presumably a bad thing even 
when done by lowly Congressmen. The spokesman's 
answer: He wasn't sure whether that had been 
considered, or why it might not have been. 
 
Cheney tells agency that Vice President's office is 
not part of the executive branch 
06/21/2007 @ 11:00 am 
Filed by Michael Roston  
 
The Office of Vice President Dick Cheney told an 
agency within the National Archives that for 
purposes of securing classified information, the Vice 
President's office is not an 'entity within the 

executive branch' according to a letter released 
Thursday by the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 
 
"The Oversight Committee has learned that over the 
objections of the National Archives, you exempted 
the Office of the Vice President from the presidential 
executive order that establishes a uniform, 
government-wide system for safeguarding classified 
national security information," Rep. Henry Waxman 
(D-CA), the Committee's chairman, wrote in a letter 
to Cheney. "Your decision to exempt your office 
from the President's order is problematic because it 
could place national security secrets at risk. It is also 
hard to understand given the history of security 
breaches involving officials in your office." 
 
Waxman noted that Cheney's office had declared 
itself not affected by an executive order amended by 
President George W. Bush in 2003 regarding 
classification and declassification of government 
materials. 
 
"Your position was that your office 'does not believe 
it is included in the definition of 'agency' as set forth 
in the Order' and 'does not consider itself an 'entity 
within the executive branch' that comes into the 
possession of classified information,'" a National 
Archives official claims Cheney chief of staff David 
Addington wrote to him. 
 
The Vice President's office's refusal to comply with 
the executive order and the National Archives' 
request prompted the National Archives to file a 
complaint with the Attorney General's office. But 
the Justice Department has not followed up on the 
Archives' request. 
 
In response, Waxman issued a set of questions to 
which he requested answers by July 12. 

!
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Michael Moore's new movie SICKO will be 
opening at the Roxy Stadium 11 Theater this 
Friday, June 29.   
 
The Roxy is located in the center near Verdugo Way 
and Santa Rosa Road. 
 
Show times are 10:45 AM - 1:30 PM - 4:20 PM 7:00 
PM and 9:40 PM. 
 
If you would like to, some club members will plan to 
meet on Tuesday, July 10th for the 1:30PM movie 
and then get a bite to eat afterwards. If you are 
interested, please meet in front of the theater at 1 PM 
or grab some neighbors and friends and go anytime 
that suits you. 
 
And they say that the Democrats have no plan for 
Iraq: 

Bill Richardson: Here's my strategy -- 3,500 
Americans have died. Our troops have become 
targets. My specific strategy is this: If I were 
president today, I would withdraw all our forces 
before the end of this calendar year. But where I 
differentiate with the other candidates is I leave no 
residual forces. And my view is this: We cannot do 
the hard diplomatic work in Iraq until our forces are 
withdrawn. When 61 percent of the Iraqi people say 
it's OK for troops in Iraq, American troops, to be 
shot [it] is wrong. When 70 percent of the Iraqi 
people say they want Americans out -- Sunni and 
Shia -- by the end of the calendar year, the time has 
come to withdraw our forces. I would redeploy our 

troops to Kuwait, where we're needed, where we're 
asked to be, to deal with any international terrorism 
contingency. But it is my view, Chris, that any kind 
of rebuilding of America's foreign policy -- dealing 
with the Israeli-Palestinian issue, with nuclear 
proliferation, with international terrorism -- can only 
happen after we withdraw from this obsessive, 
disastrous policy in Iraq.  

Dennis Kucinich: I'm the first person who really 
took up the issue of the war. Four years ago I said 
that there was no proof that Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction, and, actually, Chris, did an 
analysis which disproved the cause for war. Since 
then, what I've done is to write a plan, embodied in 
H.R. 1234, which will do the following: First of all, 
it's predicated on the Congress telling the president 
no more funds for the war. At that point, President 
Bush must go to the international community to put 
together a peacekeeping and security force, which 
won't be done until we end the occupation and 
indicate an intention to end the occupation and close 
the bases, an international security force which 
moves in as our troops leave, because our troops 
have to leave ... We're the occupiers. The occupation 
is fueling the insurgency. I'm calling for a whole 
new approach. We have to negotiate with Syria and 
Iran. There is no nation in the region who wants this 
war to continue. The instability it's bringing out 
threatens all the nations in the region. So what I'm 
talking about, Chris, is a plan -- you asked for a plan 
-- which not only calls for reaching out to the region 
to put together a peacekeeping and security force to 
stabilize Iraq and the region. As they move in, our 
troops leave. But in addition to that, Chris, I'm 
talking about a program for honest reconstruction, 
for reparations for the Iraqi people, the million Iraqis 
whose innocent deaths have occurred, a million Iraqi 
citizens. I'm talking about a program which will give 
the Iraqi people control over their own oil assets.  

Hillary Clinton: Well, I have been saying for some 
time that we need to bring our combat troops home 
from Iraq, starting right now. I would not wait. I 
would begin to get them out of the multisided, 
sectarian civil war that they are part of. You know, 
our American young men and women in uniform 
have done their job. They were asked to get rid of 
Saddam Hussein, and they did. They were asked to 
let the Iraqi people have elections, and they made it 
possible. They were asked to let the Iraqi 
government have some space and time to get 
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organized in order to defend the Iraqi people, and 
they've given them that time. But the Iraqi 
government hasn't done their part. They haven't met 
the conditions that are necessary for a political 
solution -- because there is no military solution. So I 
think it is time that we start bringing our troops 
home. I also think we have to make it very clear to 
the Iraqi government that if they don't meet 
conditions that they themselves have [set], like how 
they're going to allocate oil revenues, how they're 
going to bring the different sectarian groups together 
to hammer out what is the political determination 
that they're going to agree upon -- if they don't do 
that, we should begin cutting aid to them. We cannot 
continue to support them if they're not going to do 
the job that they have to do. And, finally, we should 
have intensive regional and international diplomacy. 
I believe in diplomacy, unlike our current president, 
who apparently doesn't. He thinks you don't talk to 
people you disagree with or people you think are bad 
people. Well, I don't know how you get through the 
day, the week or the year if you don't talk to people 
you don't agree with every so often. So I believe that 
we've got to start engaging in diplomacy. And that's 
what I would do, beginning now, if I were president. 
And if our president doesn't end our involvement in 
Iraq, when I am president, I will.  

John Edwards: If I were president of the United 
States today, what I would do is draw 40,000 to 
50,000 troops out of Iraq immediately, out of the 
north and the south. I would continue to draw 
combat troops out of Iraq over the course of about 
the next 10 months. I would get the Sunni and the 
Shia leadership engaged in serious discussions to see 
if they can reach some kind of political solution, 
political reconciliation. Because without that, there's 
never going to be peace in Iraq. And I would engage 
every other country in the region, and specifically 
the Iranians and the Syrians, in helping stabilize 
Iraq. They have no interest in stabilizing Iraq as long 
as America's an occupying force there. But as 
America makes clear we're leaving and we're pulling 
combat troops out of Iraq -- the Iranians, for 
example; the last thing they want is a million 
refugees coming across their border. They don't 
want to see a broader Middle East conflict between 
Shia and Sunni, because they're a Shia country in a 
Sunni-dominated Muslim world. So they have an 
incentive to stabilize Iraq once America's not 
occupying Iraq.  

Barack Obama: We should not have gone in. Once 
we went in, we continue to make mistakes and 
blunders, and we have for the last four years. But 
look, what's done is done. We have no good options 
in Iraq left. We've got bad options and worse 
options. The best option, I believe, is to make certain 
that we begin a phased redeployment, that we're as 
careful getting out as we were careless getting in, but 
that we start bringing our troops home, and send the 
signal to the Iraqi people, and most importantly, to 
the factions that are still warring in Iraq, there is not 
going to be a military solution to the problems there. 
There are only political accommodations to be had. 
And while we're at it, we should be talking to 
countries like Iran and Syria that are acting 
irresponsibly, in part because they think we can keep 
a lid on things. And as we let them know they're 
going to have to take some responsibility, then I 
think we have the possibility of creating the kind of 
regional framework that allows us to scale back our 
commitments there and, most importantly, allows us 
to start bringing our troops home. I am tired of 
meeting young women whose husbands are over 
there. I am tired of meeting mothers who are crying 
on my shoulder at town hall meetings because their 
sons or daughters are not coming back. It is time for 
us to bring our troops home.  
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Membership Application 
Date:___________ 

Name_______________________________ 

Street 
Address:____________________________ 

City _______________________State_____ 

ZIP___________ 

Phone:______________________________ 

Email:______________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________ 

(I am a registered DEMOCRAT 
or wish to change to such) 

Annual Dues: $20.00/individual, $30.00/couple/family  
$15.00/seniors, $20.00/couple 

 
Mail to: DCC, c/o Joan Adams 

         830 Calle Los Gatos, Camarillo 93010 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Democratic Club of Camarillo 
830 Calle Los Gatos 
Camarillo, CA  93010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Club Officers & Committee Chairs 
Officers 
President Bob and Joan Rust 
Vice President  Carolyn Crandall            
Recording Secretary  Open            
Corresponding Secretary Pat Wieland 
Treasurer  Jack Phillips       
Member-at-large Linda McKenna                  
Member-at-large Steve Crandall  

Standing Committees 
Membership Joan Adams/Lenna Reyes 
Parliamentarian Sharon Hillbrant 
Publicity Marianne Slaughter 
Legislative Kate McDermott 
Telephone Tree Marge Grate 
Central Committee Rep Hardy Hayes 
Voter Registration Bridget Frank  
Fndrsing/Spcl.Events Open 
Scholarship Pat Wieland 
Newsletter Carolyn Crandall 
     

 
Help us save postage, 

ask to receive this Newsletter by email. 
Just ask Carolyn Crandall at softails.togo@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


